Infective tricuspid valve endocarditis due to abscess of an endogenous arteriovenous fistula in a chronic hemodialysis patient.
Patients on chronic hemodialysis are at high risk for endocarditis due to prosthetic access devices. Right-sided endocarditis without any predisposing factors is rare in dialysis patients. A 76-year-old female, who had chronic renal failure had been treated by hemodialysis and had a permanent pacemaker implanted, was admitted to our hospital with a high fever and lumbago after abscess formation at an autogenous arteriovenous fistula for hemodialysis. Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus was identified by blood culture examination. Echocardiography revealed vegetation attached to the tricuspid valve. Chest X-ray and perfusion lung scintigraphy showed pulmonary infarction, perhaps due to vegetation-derived emboli. Computed tomography also showed pyogenic spondylitis in L4 and L5. Repeated vascular punctures even of autogenous grafts expose dialysis patients to bacteremia and imply a higher risk of infectious endocarditis.